Five games Wednesday:
 
 
2011-09-21 19:00 Syrianska FC - Örebro
 
Syrianska lost 1-2 away against Gefle. Gefle got a perfect start to the game as they took the lead already in the 2nd minute. Syrianska controlled the possession after that as Gefle took to their usual tactics of playing with a low defense. Syrianska only managed a couple of long shots towards the Gefle goal and instead the home team had the best chance of the half in the 28th minute when Mikael Dahlberg came close to extending the lead.  Syrianska upped the tempo in the second half and they came closer and closer to an equalizer and in the 67th minute Isa Demir made it 1-1. Syrianska only got to celebrate during a couple of minutes as Gefle and Dahlberg made it 2-1 in the 70th minute. Syrianska pushed forward during the final twenty minutes and did create a couple of chances but Gefle could hold on to a narrow 2-1 win.
 
Absent: Peter Ijeh (FW, K), Suleyman Sleyman (DF, R), Besim Kunic (MF, S, LT)
Suspended:
Uncertain: 
Notes: 
 
Örebro conceded twice in the first half when they lost 0-2 at home against IFK Göteborg. IFK Göteborg had a strong start to the game and Philip Haglund made it 0-1 in the 4th minute. Örebro woke up after that and they created three good chances for an equalizer during the following five minutes but IFK Göteborg held on with a bit of luck. IFK Göteborg started to play a bit more defensive after that and tried to punish Örebro through counter attacks and that tactic was successful in the 36th minute when Hannes Stiller made it 0-2. Örebro continued to push forward during the rest of the half but nothing noteworthy happened and it was 0-2 at the break. Örebro had a good period ten minutes into the second half where they came close to cutting the deficit but after that they hardly threatened and IFK Göteborg could control the rest of the game with ease. There were virtually no scoring opportunities at either end during the last half hour and IFK Göteborg could hold on to a narrow win.
 
Absent: Patrik Anttonen (MF, S, LT), Andreas Haddad (FW, I, LT)
Suspended:
Uncertain:
Notes: 
 
Comment: Syrianska came close but eventually lost away against Gefle and they are now in a tough situation as they are four points behind Trelleborg who currently sits at 14th. That loss was not particularly surprising as Syrianska has been disastrous on their travels all season long, they are a much stronger team in front of the home crowd and there is definitely enough quality in the team to pull off a win in this game. Örebro has made a mediocre season and there is nothing left to play for in Allsvenskan, focus will lay on the upcoming cup semifinal next month and the motivation factor definitely speaks for Syrianska in this one. Örebro are still very much missing a strong target forward but the arrival of Riku Riski has strengthened them considerably on the midfield. Örebro has the better squad and starting eleven in this one but Syrianska have the home field advantage and also motivation on their side and I believe that the latter nudges the scale in the favor of the home team.  My pick, narrow home win. 
 
2011-09-21 19:00 IF Elfsborg - Helsingborgs IF
 
Elfsborg lost 0-2 away against Häcken. Häcken started the game with lots of energy and created a chance early on but Elfsborg came close to a goal in the 8th minute when Lasse Nilsson hit the post. Elfsborg were then awarded a penalty in the 13th minute but Nilsson failed to put the ball past Källqvist and the game was still goalless. The game flowed back and forth after that with Elfsborg having a bit more of the possession but Häcken were always sharp offensively and in the 39th minute Josef Elvby made it 1-0. Shortly thereafter Häcken got a golden opportunity to extend the lead but Jonas Henriksson failed to score from the penalty spot and it was still 1-0 at the break. Elfsborg went on the offensive in the second half but it was Häcken who had the best chance early on when Dioh Williams hit the post. Elfsborg had an opportunity for an equalizer in the 60th minute but lacked edge and instead Häcken extended their lead in the 76th minute through Majeed Waris. Häcken easily defended their lead for the rest of the game and won 2-0 against a highly ineffective Elfsborg side.
 
Absent: Andreas Klarström (DF, R), James Keene (FW, S), Johan Sjöberg (DF, S), Elmin Kurbegovic (MF, S)
Suspended:
Uncertain: 
Notes: 
 
Helsingborg scored three goals in the first half when they won 3-0 at home against Mjällby. The first half was fairly evenly balanced but Helsingborg showed a lot more effectiveness when the chances arose and that made them go into half time with a 3-0 lead. 1-0 came in the 11th minute, 2-0 in the 18th and 3-0 in the 40th. Mjällby did have a couple of chances but struggled to break through a solid Helsingborg defense. The second half was mostly a long wait for the final whistle as Helsingborg defended their lead and controlled the events on the pitch. Both Helsingborg and Mjällby did have a couple of half chances but the guests didn´t really believe in a turn around and when they got defender Patrik Rosengren sent off in the 86th minute it was all over. Helsingborg easily held on to a 3-0 win and they are now in a perfect position for securing the title at the end of the season.  
 
Absent: Hannu Patronen (DF, R), Johan Eishwold (MF, S)
Suspended:
Uncertain:
Notes: 
 
Comment: This game has been talked about for months now and it is too bad that the recent bad run of Elfsborg has disposed of some of the exitement. Helsingborg are ten points ahead of Elfsborg and even if they lose this one it will take something special for them to miss the title. When it mattered most Elfsborg fell through and they will have to concentrate on reaching second place after three straight losses. Elfsborg has often dominated games but lacked  edge up front which we can put in stark contrast to Helsingborg who haven´t been as dominant in their games but still managed to pull off wins through hard work and effectiveness. The guests have 17 games in a row without a loss which is incredibly impressing considering the fact that they lost players such as Gerndt, Jönsson, Ekstrand and Nilsson over the course of the season. Even though Elfsborg no longer has a title shot this will be a close game where we will see two strong teams with different philosophies. The possession game of Elfsborg will be put up against the strong machine that is Helsingborg and this could very well end up in a stalemate. My pick, draw. 
 
2011-09-21 19:00 Halmstads BK - Malmö FF
 
Halmstad narrowly lost 0-1 away against Kalmar FF. Halmstad were in desperate need of three points and they started on a positive note creating a couple for corner kicks early on. Kalmar FF were pushed back and it didn´t get any easier for them when captain Henrik Rydström was injured and substituted in the 7th minute. Halmstad continued to dominate and had a shot in the crossbar as well as Marcus Olsson alone with the goal keeper but they could not take advantage and instead Kalmar FF made it 1-0 against the run of play in the 22nd minute. Halmstad dominated the rest of the half but could not break through a Kalmar FF team that mainly focused on defending. Kalmar FF seemed to have more energy after the break and they evened out the possession but there were no opportunities at either end during the first 15 minutes. Things started to heat up with half an hour to go and Halmstad created two good opportunities that forced Berisha in the Kalmar FF goal to make quality saves. Kalmar FF also had a good chance but after that the tempo went down and not much of value occurred. Kalmar FF controlled the tempo of the game during the closing stages and a toothless Halmstad offense failed to threaten. Kalmar FF held on to a narrow 1-0 win in a game where Halmstad deserved at least a point considering the chances they created throughout the 90 minutes.  
 
Absent: Jonny Lundberg (DF, S)
Suspended:
Uncertain: 
Notes: 
 
Malmö FF entertained Trelleborg at Swedbank Stadion and the teams shared the spoils after a 1-1 draw. Malmö FF immediately took control of the possession and their quick passing forced Trelleborg to cause a penalty in the 4th minute. Daniel Larsson stepped up to the spot and made no mistake as he gave Malmö FF the lead. Malmö FF continued to control the possession in the first half and created several chances to extend their lead but Trelleborg could hold on with a bit of luck and the scoreline remained 1-0 at the break.  Malmö FF controlled the beginning stages of the second half but seemed a bit content and Trelleborg were allowed to create the odd counter attack and in the 55th minute Kristian Haynes scored the equalizer against the run of play. Trelleborg then came close to taking the lead a couple of minutes later but Fredrik Jensen missed alone with the goal keeper. Malmö FF dominated the rest of the game thoroughly and Trelleborg should thank their lucky star that they held on to a point. The guests were saved by the crossbar as well as their goalkeeper on several occasions but Malmö FF could not break through and it ended 1-1 which Trelleborg as I said should be thankful for.
 
Absent: Agon Mehmeti (MF/FW, S), Yago Fernandez (DF, S), Jasmin Sudic (DF, S)
Suspended:
Uncertain:
Notes: 
 
Comment: Halmstad has definitely raised their performance level lately but it hasn´t been enough and the loss against Kalmar FF mean that they are ten points behind Trelleborg who currently sits above the relegation zone. Even though there still is a theoretical chance that they could climb up to 14th in reality not even the biggest optimist can believe that Halmstad will avoid relegation. The players only have their pride to fight for and it is difficult to judge how that will affect the upcoming performances. I believe that Halmstad will try their hardest but an early goal in the back could mean that they will fall apart and therefore the outcome of this game is a bit tricky to predict. Malmö FF did deserve to win against Trelleborg but they did not play particularly well and it is evident that the players lack a bit of motivation. The title is long gone and most of the focus now lay on the Europa League, furthermore coach Rikard Norling may elect to rest a couple of players to save them for EL and eventhough Malmö FF is the better team by far in this one I would not go all in on the away win. In the end I expect the higher skill level of the MFF team to be the deciding factor and my pick therefore is a narrow away win.     
 
2011-09-21 19:00 Trelleborgs FF - GAIS
 
Trelleborg visited Malmö FF at Swedbank Stadion and the teams shared the spoils after a 1-1 draw. Malmö FF immediately took control of the possession and their quick passing forced Trelleborg to cause a penalty in the 4th minute. Daniel Larsson stepped up to the spot and made no mistake as he gave Malmö FF the lead. Malmö FF continued to control the possession in the first half and created several chances to extend their lead but Trelleborg could hold on with a bit of luck and the scoreline remained 1-0 at the break.  Malmö FF controlled the beginning stages of the second half but seemed a bit content and Trelleborg were allowed to create the odd counter attack and in the 55th minute Kristian Haynes scored the equalizer against the run of play. Trelleborg then came close to taking the lead a couple of minutes later but Fredrik Jensen missed alone with the goal keeper. Malmö FF dominated the rest of the game thoroughly and Trelleborg should thank their lucky star that they held on to a point. The guests were saved by the crossbar as well as their goalkeeper on several occasions but Malmö FF could not break through and it ended 1-1 which Trelleborg as I said should be thankful for.
 
Absent: Yousef Fakhro (DF, S), Fredrik Persson (GK, S), Joakim Sjöhage (FW, S)
Suspended:
Uncertain: 
Notes: 
 
GAIS lost the home game against IFK Norrköping 1-2. GAIS started in the driving seat and created a couple of half chances early on. In the 19th minute GAIS showed an example of a perfect counter attack when the ball went from their own goalkeeper up to Mervan Celik who made it 1-0. IFK Norrköping raised their performance level after the goal and had a shot hit the post in the middle of the half and then in the 32nd minute Shpetim Hasani leveled the score. The rest of the half was fairly evenly balanced and the score was 1-1 at the break. GAIS did not reach their normal standard in the second half and it was IFK Norrköping who controlled the possession and the flow of the game. The guests were in control but it was GAIS who created the first chance of the second half when Celik came close to scoring his second in the 66th minute. IFK Norrköping continued to push forward and in the 75th minute Hasani scored his second to make it 1-2. GAIS desperately chased an equalizer but failed to threaten a solid IFK Norrköping defense and the guests could hold on to a deserved 1-2 win.
 
Absent: Richard Spong (MF, S)
Suspended: Wanderson (FW, K)
Uncertain:
Notes: 
 
Comment: Trelleborg had a bit of luck when they claimed a point against Malmö FF but they can at least take comfort from the fact that the leaky defense only conceded one goal despite being under massive pressure throughout the game. Offensively Trelleborg is a team for the upper half of the table and it is the defensive side of the game that has let them down and as a consequence seen them trickle down to 14th. Being four points behind Djurgården who currently sits above the relegation playoff spot Trelleborg are in desperate need of a win and they will surely let go offensively, considering the quality they posses in attack GAIS could be in for a tough task. The guests made possibly the worst performance of the season when they lost against IFK Norrköping and to add to the misery they have key forward Wanderson suspended in this game. Without Wanderson GAIS is a mediocre team and considering that Trelleborg also has the motivation factor on their side the home win feels like a good bet, especially at the odds given where lots of bookies have GAIS as favorites. I would have it the other way around with Trelleborg as slight favorites and my pick therefore is the home win.  
 
2011-09-21 19:00 IFK Norrköping FK - Gefle IF FF
 
IFK Norrköping won 2-1 away against GAIS. GAIS started in the driving seat and created a couple of half chances early on. In the 19th minute GAIS showed an example of a perfect counter attack when the ball went from their own goalkeeper up to Mervan Celik who made it 1-0. IFK Norrköping raised their performance level after the goal and had a shot hit the post in the middle of the half and then in the 32nd minute Shpetim Hasani leveled the score. The rest of the half was fairly evenly balanced and the score was 1-1 at the break. GAIS did not reach their normal standard in the second half and it was IFK Norrköping who controlled the possession and the flow of the game. The guests were in control but it was GAIS who created the first chance of the second half when Celik came close to scoring his second in the 66th minute. IFK Norrköping continued to push forward and in the 75th minute Hasani scored his second to make it 1-2. GAIS desperately chased an equalizer but failed to threaten a solid IFK Norrköping defense and the guests could hold on to a deserved 1-2 win.
 
Absent: James Frempong (MF, R), Bruno Santos (FW, S), Viktor Rönneklev (DF, S), Marcus Johansson (FW, S), Christoffer Nyman (FW, S), Russell Mwafulirwa (FW, S)
Suspended:
Uncertain: 
Notes: 
 
Gefle won 2-1 at home against Syrianska. Gefle got a perfect start to the game as they took the lead already in the 2nd minute. Syrianska controlled the possession after that as Gefle took to their usual tactics of playing with a low defense. Syrianska only managed a couple of long shots towards the Gefle goal and instead the home team had the best chance of the half in the 28th minute when Mikael Dahlberg came close to extending the lead.  Syrianska upped the tempo in the second half and they came closer and closer to an equalizer and in the 67th minute Isa Demir made it 1-1. Syrianska only got to celebrate during a couple of minutes as Gefle and Dahlberg made it 2-1 in the 70th minute. Syrianska pushed forward during the final twenty minutes and did create a couple of chances but Gefle could hold on to a narrow 2-1 win.
 
Absent: Sebastian Senatore (DF, R), Hjalmar Öhagen (MF, S, LT), Erik Törnros (MF, S, LT),
Suspended:
Uncertain: 
Notes: 
 
Comment: IFK Norrköping has looked good in the last few games and a win here would virtually secure their Allsvenskan status for next season. IFK has left the 4-5-1 formation for a more traditional 4-4-2 and that has given more stability to the team and also made them a lot sharper offensively where Thorvaldsson and Hasani work well together. Gefle have also shown better form during the past month and the win against Syrianska meant that they are safe from relegation. The guests play a cynical type of football where defense is always prioritized and that type of playing style could fare well here against an offensive minded IFK Norrköping. With both teams both having an upwards trending form curve this could be an interesting game to spectate but it will also be a hard one to take sides in. IFK Norrköping should be favorites in front of the home crowd but I also see them possibly getting punished by Gefle counter attacks. It could go either way and my pick therefore is the draw. 

