Probable Suspensions:
Cmf Suarez Reg Atletico
Cmf R Perez Reg Getafe
Cmf Diop Impt Racing
Cdef Arribas Reg/Impt Rayo
Cmf Meira Reg/Impt Zaragoza
Rmf Cejudo Reg/Impt Osasuna

Sun 6 Nov
12:00: Real Madrid-Osasuna
Madrid never looked comfortable up against the massed Sociedad defensive ranks but at least they manufactured an early goal. Even with the home forced to bring on some attacking players and look for a result, this was an awkward encointer for Madrid who themselves were strong in defence. But still, not a whole lot off some of those early-season disappointments against defensive sides.   

Interesting to see Mourinho go for the more defensively competent all-rounder Cointreau at lback. The coach seemingly favours the mor esober Portuguese player over the anarchic attacking brilliance of Marcelo. Besides, we have to justify that 30m….

In Lyon, Madrid won the game with a strong 1st half display, resting up somewhat in the 2nd half, as is so often the case these days. Both Xabi and Mourinho have talked about this, pretty much saying they go for the win in the 1st half so the team can rest in the 2nd.
  
Kaka and Marcelo remain out. For the rest, rback Arbeloa Reg is fit again, Coentrao is ok, so coach’s choice and no big variations expected. 

The long-awaited Sahin is finally in the squad but will start from the bench.  

Osasuna’s 1st half assault had Levante penned back for most of the 1st half. Their aggression brought its reward with Cejudo’s deflected shot going in. A slice of luck, but Osasuna were in a good mood and they quickly doubled up. 2nd half was a 
shutdown, just a battle to keep what they had. 

Riesgo, Lolo, Satrústegui, Calleja/Marcos, Annunziata/Timor, Lekic, Onwu.

Rback Bertran Reg, cdef Sergio Reg/Impt, lback Raitala Reg, rmf Cejudo Reg/Impt, lmf Lamah Reg and sub fwd Kike Sola all miss this. 5 starters, including 3 defenders.

Defs Satrustegui and Marcos have been calle dup for the 1st time from the B side, along with fwd Onwu. 

RM 1,98 – 2,5
12 midday k.o and the game practically sold out. 
2 close games between the sides last season, finishing 1-0 to the home sides.
Still, it is hard to imagine an understrength Osasuna holding back the tide here. 
No surprise if Madrid score 2-3 in the 1st half then relax a bit.   

Casilas; Arbeloa Ramos Pepe Coentrao; Xabi Khedira; Di Maria Ozil CR; Higuain/Benzine
Andres; Damia’, Ruben, Flaño, Marcos/Calleja; Ibrahima/Timor Nekounam Punyal R Garcia Calleja/Annunziata; Nino/Ibrahima

16:00: Granada-Racing
Conceding in the 1st minute cetainly wasn’t  a great idea, but Granada’s dodgy gk Roberto had the game of his life as he repelled Sevilla’s assaults. Luckily Granada have conceded early on several occasions so this didn’t seem to disconcert them too much, and they had decent spells in the 1st half. 

Sevilla bombarded the away early in the 2nd but Roberto’s good work saved them, before powerful sub fwd Igalo  - much neglected lately – transformed the game by battering Sevilla’s frail defence into submission. Deserved, after taking 29 goal attempts? No idea, but the keeper is part of the team I suppose, so yes! 

Fabri has, for the 1st time this season, a full squad and even a dilemma or 2. I guess Igalo will be used as an impact sub, while Franco Jara should be rewarded after his bright cameo on Monday. 

Racing were at least a bit more crisp and direct in their intentions, and decisive in defence, than a confused Betis side who were going round in aimless circles much of the game. 

The goal was never going to come however, no chance.  Then sub Stuani capably manufactured a penalty  with his 1st intervention up against the weak isidoro, and blasted home the winner.  

1 change expected here: cmf Diop Impt is suspended. Tziolis comes in. Quite a loss, Diop, who has carried the team at times and has ben their best player this season. 

They may go with last week’s matchwinner Stuani partnering kid Kone, in atypical 4-4-2. 

Granada 2,08 -1/2
Granada finally beginning to look like a competitive outfit, though they still look short of attacking power. 

Racing are without their best player in Diop. A setback on their travels too. Their charter plane was damaged by lightning as it llanded to pick them up for the short flight south. Subsequently Racing were forced to take a plane to Madrid, another to Malaga, before taking the bus up the mountains to Granada, with an estimated arrival of 130 am Sunday in their hotel.  


This looks a very tight affair, no great price though Granada look to have some momentum right now and may be set fair to take advantage of Racing’s misadventures. 

Granada: Roberto; Nyom, Íñigo López, Mainz, Siqueira; Fran Rico; Frank O’Hara, Mikel Rico, Abel Gómez, D Benítez; Geijo.
Racing: Toño; Francis, Álvaro, Torrejón, Cisma; Arana, Tziolis, Adrián, Munitis; Koné, Stuani.

16:00: Zaragoza-Sporting
The formula for frustrating Atleti merely involves basic comepetence in the simple defensive tasks. Zaragoza, for the 3rd game running, failed miserably and gifted an easy win to an ordinary home side. A real defensive horror-show from all concerned, though the stand-out had to be Lanzaro’s marking technique for the Dominguez goal. Truly abysmal defending. 

Mateos should replace Lanzaro here, but not a great choice really, considering Mateos has been unreliable anyway. 

Holding cmf Meira Reg/Impt is suspended, so Ponzio steps back a few yards and Ruben Micael plays mf. Seems a bit slow and ponderous for this league.  Not sure why Aguirre doesn’t give a chance to Zuculini.  

For the rest, not a whole lot of choice, the usual lottery of 2 wide men from Lafita, Barrera, Juan Carlos. 

Sporting conceded the majority of possession to Athletic (68% HT/60% FT for the away) but were the fresher and brigher outfit in terms of creating chances and attacking. A good display, the home didn’t have the same quality as their rivals but had more energy. Bit unlucky maybe not to win at the end though the home goal was a fluke and  any Sporting superiority could be attibuted to Athletic tiring after the  break. All things considered I thought it was a fair enough result. 

No Cases Impt/Key last weekend, the schedule was too much for his injury. Out again here, officially a 10 day diagnosis. 

Rback Lora Reg also drops out. 

Thus the only 2 changes to the normal XI are expected to be Suarez at rback and Eguren continuing in cmf. 

Zaragoza 1,89 -1/4
Zaragoza leaking goals and desperately needing to steady the ship. Sporting meanwhile will be a fair bit more defensive/one-dimensional in that Eguren is no Cases. 

Not a whole lot to say really. Zara inspire little confidence right now but if anything a small preference the home. 

Zaragoza: Roberto; Juárez, Mateos/Lanzaro, Da Silva, Paredes; Ponzio, Ruben Micael; Barrera, Luis García, Juan Carlos; Hélder Postiga.
Sporting: J Pablo, Damián, Botía, Iván Hernández, Canella; Rivera, Eguren; Óscar Trejo, André Castro, De las Cuevas; Barral.


18:00: Rayo Vallecano-Real Sociedad
Rayo’s plan to keep it tight and wait out Villarreal fell apart when they conceded a soft set piece goal. Rayo were lightweight in attack, with Tamudo limping off on 31 minues.Poor quality and no threat from the away.

Cdef Arribas Reg/Impt is suspended, so former Sociedad man Labaka steps in. 

Lmf Botelho Semi Reg drops out injured, so Lass Michu and Piti make up the half fwd line. 

Fwd Tamudo Reg/Impt out for a month. Thus probably a start for Koke, the ex Malaga, Marseille, Aris and (briefly) Houston fwd.  So far one penalty to his name in Rayo as sub in Betis. 

The other option is to put the versatile Lass as No 9 and bring in Trashorras as half fwd. 

Coach Sandoval also suspended. 

It was a return to the Clemente-era as Sociedad’s Montanier fielded 9 defensive players, including the gk. A massive over-reaction in my view – surely the competent all round mfs like Zurutuza can do a defensive job as well? 

Anyway, they conceded early enough, and chasing the game the introduction of some attackers helped matters. A solid enough underdog display from the home, though the 0-1 defeat was not quite enough to resurrect them.  Sociedad are a young side, with for example Casilllas alone having more minutes in Primera than the entire 14 Sociedad men who played on Saturday. 

But this side will only really finds its level when Illarramendi returns. 

Cadamuro, lback/lmf/rback/rmf, drops out injured as does kid playmaker Pardo. I guess Cadamuro had a decent chance to start though DLB is ok at lback anyway.  

Illarramendi Impt returns to the squad , presumably ready to start. 







Rayo 2,15 -1/2
Rayo somewhat disrupted in defence and attack, and miss coach Sandoval.  

Disappointing stuff from Real since their draw with Barca,  though there have been signs of life lately.

The expected return of Illarra should help things, though Sociedad are usually a losing proposition on the road and the young mf may not be 100%, much like the delicate Xabi Prieto. 

The Rayo price is at high-tide it seems. Still, a small preference for the away who on paper at least certainly have enough talent to be getting results in games like this.  

Rayo Vallecano: Cobeño; Tito, Labaka, Jordi, Casado; Movilla, Javi Fuego; Lass, Piti, Michu; Koke.
Real Sociedad: Bravo; C Martínez, Demidov, Íñigo Martínez, De la Bella; Mariga; X Prieto, Zurutuza, Illarramendi, Vela/Griezmann; Agirretxe/Llorente

18:00: Espanyol-Villarreal
Espanyol put in a reasonable performance in Malaga. They had to soak up a fair amount of attacking but were holding out comfortably enough until the decisive bad penalty decision beat them.

Indeed Espanyol’s main problem was their shocking reserve  rback Galan, who at this rate wouldn’t make it in a Tercera side. The ref was at fault for the killer goal, of course, but Galan was appalling in the build-up and in the ensuing penalty-box scramble. Not to mention his AWOL moment for the opening goal, leaving an autobahn for Monreal. Just a disaster and it is no exaggeration to say he cost them the game. 

Rback Javi Lopez returns this week, at least.  

Cmf Marquez Impt remains out, still suffering from the knock he took at home to Getafe. 

Thievy returns, seemingly he was banished for habitual lateness.

For the rest, no problems. 

Villarreal benefitted from weak defending and a passive approach from Rayo as they limped home to a fairly comfortable but unimpressive 2-0 home win. Cani, Senna and last remaining 1st team fwd Ruben all limped off, thus seriously exacerbating their injury troubles. Rossi (forever) and Nilmar remain out. 

Lets go over those injuries.
Rback Zapata Reg out 5 weeks.
Rmf Cani Impt out 6 weeks. 
Rmf/lmf Camuñas out 3 weeks.
Cmf Senna SemiReg out. 
Nilmar Reg/Impt out til Dec/Jan.
Rossi Key out LT.
Fwd Ruben? Was out for CL, expected back for Espanyol.
Marchena drops out with flu, no problem though arguably he can do a better job than Gonzalo in cdef. 

2nda topscorer Juanlu will likely play a big role now. 

Very weak stuff again from Villa at home to Man City. Understandable that they were wiped out, given the injuries, and even just from looking at the respective budgets. Though once again pretty appalling stuff from Gonzalo, aided and abetted in the 1st goal by Perez, who still has a lot to learn before featuring against top CL sides. 

To sum up for here:
Dodgy defence.
No Cani Impt in mf.
No fwd Rossi. But Ruben, probably.
Hernan Perez/Joselu, good enough?
Wakaso, supersub ok, but starting?

Espanyol 1,86 -1/2
Espanyol 1,85 home to a CL side. With a price like this the standard/understandable reaction is to look for some value in the away. Default position: think about the plus. 

All I know is the Espanyol price is at its limit, beyond betting for me. While Villarreal with their relegation football just look a bit too frail and lost to seriously trust.  
 
Espanyol: C Álvarez; J López, R Rodríguez, Héctor Moreno, Dídac; Forlín, Baena; S García, Romaric, Verdú; Álvaro Vázquez.
Villarreal: D López, Mario, Musacchio, Gonzalo, Catalá; De Guzman, Bruno, Borja Valero, Wakaso; H Perez/Joselu, M Ruben.

20:00: Athletic Club-Barcelona
Athletic had a tough time in Gijon, up against a fresher, more energetic home side. The Basques were disrupted and unable to take control, despite 68% HT and 60% FT possession stats.  All told, up against it physically, and without Javi Martinez.   Athletic did well to take a point given the circumstances of their quick turnaround.


Athletic were far from their best in Salzburg but the win arguably sees them looking to be categorised among the select group of sides that can win games with a few moments of isolated class from their star men. A big step forward, and the returning mf playmaker Ander has added serious quality to the midfield and attack.  

For this, Athletic have no notable problems. Squad/su cdef/cmf Gurpegui remains out LT. 

Javi Martinez can return to cmf, with the other place up for grabs between De Marcos (running, pressing) and Iturraspe (passing). De Marcos probably gets it.    

With an early lead against a surprisingly open and exposed Mallorca, Barca had no problems in taking a routine 5-0 with Messi and Cuenca starring. The young winger has had a hard road getting to the 1st team, having been discarded by Barca previously, and running the risk of being chucked out again for his tendency to do tricks and play in an extravagant style. He couldn’t even get in the B squad last season and ended up in 2B at Sabadell. 

While Cuenca is in the squad arguably due to the injuries to Alexis and Pedro, his 1-on1 capabilities and wing play provide an important variation when teams are expecting Barca to always come inside. Thus we saw Adriano and Cuenca as orthodox wingers, unusual in this Barca side of late. But a sign of their abilty to adapt – just as everyone thinks they have Barca’ measure by crowding the middle, Barca exploit the spaces down the flanks.   

Iniesta, Cesc and Busquets are undergoing special physical training and therefore are not being used much lately. 

An easy enough encounter in Prague midweek, things facilitated by an early red card/penalty. So, well rested in that respect. 

Pedro and Afellay are now the only absentees. 

The cdef may feature the old-school pairing of Pique and Puyol, presumably in response to the Llorente/Martinez/Amorebieta aerial threat.  

The more combative Keita is usually picked in Bilbao but given the change of regime Guardiola may keep Busquets. That said, if it is heavy rain, Keita could get the start. 

Alexis is back in the squad though as he is still coming back from injury, the in-form Cuenca may be preferred. I guess if there is heavy rain, the flash kid might lose his place.  






Barcelona 1,81 – 1 1/2 
Several 2B games were called off on Saturday in the Basque region, with heavy rain widespread on the Iberian peninsula. The San Mames drainage is good but still, something to be aware/wary of.  

Presuming conditions are good, the slick green surface should facilitate a spectacular match-up between the master Bielsa and his disciple Guardiola. Magicians like Cuenca, Messi, Muniain, Ander, Iniesta, Cesc, with their abilty to break the opposition pressing (it is all about pressing) should flourish.   

Rarely will you see a side go full-on, all-out, toe-to-toe with Barca. I guess the closest example would be a Bielsa-inspired Espanyol, tactically, though Pochettino’s mob don’t have the same quality or firepower.  

Weather permitting, unmissable stuff. I fear Athletic’s bravery will be their downfall. It could prove a kamikaze mission. 

But with this price I figure the home can give good value for money. Banzai. 

Athletic: Iraizoz; Iraola, Ekiza/San José, Amorebieta, Aurtenetxe; Javi Martínez; Susaeta, De Marcos/Iturraspe, Herrera, Muniain; Llorente.
Barcelona: Valdés; Alves, Piqué, Puyol/Mascherano, Abidal; Busquets; Xavi, Iniesta; Cuenca, Messi Villa.

22:00: Getafe-Atlético de Madrid
More unconvincing stuff from Getafe as they tamely went down in Valencia. Disjointed again, soft at the back and pretty lightweight in attack. That said, they were looking the more likely side to score at 2-1, with Luis Garcia going 3 at the back in search of the equaliser. But they were caught out in a counter attack and game over. 

Cmf Ruben Perez Reg/Impt is suspended, replaced by former Sporting and Birmingham man Michel. 

Rmf Pedro Leon Impt/Key remains out for at least another 6-7 weeks. Rios probably starts, a poor man’s replacement.

Atletico benefitted from some horrendous defending to take an easy win over Zaragoza. But there didn’t seem to be a whole lot to get excited about regarding the overall perfromance. 

The fans weren’t particularly impressed, spending their time chanting Manzano Out and Gil Out, not mention Aragones In.  So, this win is unlikely to settle things down by much.  

Only 15,000 witnessed Atleti’s easy dismissal of an understrength Udinese side in the rain. The Italians didn’t care – why should they , looking at the group table – but still as afar as Atleti are concerned, a big confidence boost. 

Here, rback Silvio remains out, injured yet again. Talented but seems a Jorge Mendes paquete. Perea Reg/Impt is a doubt, so they may be forced to use former Osasuna winger Juanfran at rback for the 2nd time this season (he played there away to Granada). 

Suspended cmf Mario Reg has been pretty poor, though I guess technically he is  better than replacement Assuncao. 

Reyes, according to Manzano, “is tired and unhappy” after his bout of “flu”, according to Manzano, who is taking great pleasure in not picking the winger.  If Manzano does nothing else at Atleti, it would be satisfying to see the dimwitted,  malevolent, poisonous Reyes dispatched to Bursaspor, Machakala, or Malaga.
 
So, no disruption to the system of the last few games that sees Diego and Arda free behind the front 2, with Adrian in fine form. 

Atletico 1,73 DNB
Getafe’s slow start has become something of a crisis already, with this talented squad sitting bottom of the league ahead of next year’s SAD Team financial transfusion from some rich Arab. 

Atletico have had it really easy this week with 7 goals scored in home wins over hopeless outfits.  Away, this side ha smostly been awful so still has a fair bit to prove. 

Both sides still with plenty of doubts; no massive view but at the prices the home looks a bit more attractive. 


Getafe: Moyá; Varela, Cata Díaz, Lopo, M Torres; Casquero, Lacen; P Ríos, Sarabia, Diego Castro; Güiza.
Atlético Madrid: Courtois; Perea/Juanfran, Domínguez, Godín, Filipe;  Gabi, Assuncao; Arda Turan, Diego; Adrián, Falcao.


 







