Genoa v Inter (last season 0-1)
Genoa
Suspended - Kaladze def/v
Absent - Ze Eduardo at/u
Doubtful

Genoa go into the game with just one win in five games along with two defeats and two draws which sees them in midtable. They have a solid home record where they are yet to be defeated with two wins and two draws while away they have struggled with three defeats and they have conceded nine goals. Last weekend they lost 1-0 away to a Fiorentina side who are in a similar situation to them and the coach received a lot of criticism over the workrate and commitment of the players although he claimed that they were the better side after the break. Genoa’s home record is really the key here against Inter and in their last match at home they beat Roma 1-0 although it wasn’t a particularly good performance. The Genoa coach has generally sticked with the same side and there are claims also that the players are starting to feel tired. This weekend they are still without Kaladze who is suspended in defence and so Moretti is expected to play there while Rossi is fit in midfield. A change in attack also sees Caracciolo coming in instead of Jankovic and he is partnered by Palacio and with Merkel behind.

Expected formation - Frey, Mesto, Dainelli, Moretti, Antonelli, Rossi, Veloso, Kucka, Merkel, Caracciolo, Palacio

Inter
Suspended - Chivu def/v
Absent - Poli mid/u, Coutinho mid/imp, Forlan at/v, Viviano k/imp, Cesar k/v, Maicon def/v, Nagatomo def/imp
Doubtful

Inter have had a very poor start to the season and they are already 11 points off leaders Juventus if they still have hope of getting back into the title race but right now they are fourth from bottom and they have won just once so far at home and away. Away they have conceded 11 goals the second worst in the league and this is now going to be a difficult match away to Genoa but also it will be a match for them to judge their present form after they beat Lille at home in the Champions League. Injuries have been a big problem so far but that is still no excuse for their defensive frailties with players performing below par. They squeezed past Lille 2-1 in midweek but before that they lost at home to Juventus and drew away to an Atalanta side who have start the season well. A key part of the win over Lille was the fact that Milito scored after such a poor run in the league. With Chivu suspended at the back at least Ranocchia is fit and returns alongside Lucio while Zanetti plays on the left and Jonathan is given another chance on the right. Stankovic returns in the midfield and Pazzini and Milito play in attack with Zarate on the bench after a run in the first team.

Expected formation - Castellazzi, Jonathan, Lucio, Ranocchia, Zanetti, Cambiasso, Motta, Stankovic, Sneijder, Pazzini, Milito 

Prediction - This is likely to be a toughly fought match between a Genoa side with a good home record and an Inter side with good players but not playing at their best. A key will be how well the Inter defence performs but on their day Inter can beat the best in the league. A draw thouh is also a probably outcome.

Atalanta v Cagliari (last season didn’t play)
Atalanta
Suspended - Padion mid/v
Absent - Brighi mid/v, Pinto mid/u, Manfredini def/v, Raimondi mid/u
Doubtful

Atalanta’s start to the season has really been impressive as they have only a steady side with some good players but they have really worked hard and not been affected by their six point penalty. If it wasn’t for the penalty they would now be on 15 points and be in fifth place and that is following their defeat away to Bologna which has spoilt their good run and means that they have just one win in five games. Most seasons there is a team which begins really well and then peters out and that could be the case with Atalanta although Bologna are now playing better and the game before that was against Inter where they drew. Denis has been one of the main reasons for Atalanta’s impressive start and he has scored half of Atalanta’s 12 goals. He was on target last weekend putting Atalanta ahead before Bologna responded. Atalanta are still unbeaten at home and the good news is that Denis and Schelotto are both fit after fitness doubts. Schelotto played most of the second half against Bologna but starts this weekend ahead of Padoin who is suspended.  

Expected formation - Consigli, Masiello, Capelli, Lucchini, Peluso, Schelotto, Carmona, Cigarini, Bonaventura, Moralez, Denis
Cagliari
Suspended
Absent - El Kabir at/imp, Astori def/v, Eriksson def/u
|Doubtful

There were claims that Cagliari were prepared to get rid of their coach last weekend after their 3-0 home defeat by Lazio despite the fact the team has made an excellent start to the season and are riding high in eighth place. This was denied by the president but it still has created an air of instability which is strange as the side travels to Atalanta with an away record of two and a draw and defeat each. The thing is though that Cagliari have not been at their best in recent matches and the Lazio result was just one example. Before that they drew away to Cesena and could only draw at home to Cagliari although in between they did manage to hold Napoli. This is going to be a difficult away match particularly coming after they lost their unbeaten home record and had only conceded one goal at home before the three last weekend. Cagliari were without a key player in Conti in midfield and Astori in defence who will be out for several months. Goals have been a problem for Cagliari this season with only nine in total and they did not play so badly against Lazio but lacked a cutting edge. Conti returns in midfield this weekend while it is a similar forward line with Ribeiro and Nene.

Expected formation - Agazzi, Pisano, Canini, Ariaudo, Agostini, Biondini, Conti, Nainggolan, Cossu, Nene, Ribeiro  

Prediction - Atalanta have a strong home record and have started the season well while Cagliari are also reasonably solid away. There is little to pick between the sides but Atalanta could just sneak this game.

Cesena v Lecce (last season 1-0)
Cesena
Suspended
Absent - Malonga at/imp, Martinho mid/imp, Colucci mid/v, Martinez mid/v
Doubtful

Cesena are bottom of the table still without a win all season and there situation is starting to become desperate with just three points having been picked up and just three goals scored but maybe they have their best chance to pick up a win when they face second from bottom Lecce who just have two more points than them. Basically so far Cesena have drawn three games at home and lost two away and it is to be seen whether Arrigoni, a new coach who was brought in this week to replace Giampaolo can make a difference. It was a job which was not very enticing as it was offered around before Arrigoni finally accepted. The attack is the main area where improvements are needed and that could be helped by the return of Mutu after a three-match suspension. In recent weeks they have drawn at home to Cagliari, Fiorentina and Chievo while lost against Parm and Siena. Cesena are set to play a 4-4-2 formation with Eder playing alongside Mutu in attack. Last weekend Cesena lost against Parma and it was moreorless one way traffic although belatedly Candreva started to cause some danger and Bogdani had a reasonable chance but fired over . Although Mutu returns they are without Colucci and Martinez in particular through injury while Guana is also suspended.

Expected formation - Antonioli, Comotto, Von Bergen, Rodriguez, Lauro, Ceccarelli, Parlo, Candreva, Ghezzal, Mutu, Eder

Lecce
Suspended
Absent - Di Michele at/v, Diamoutene def/imp, Ferrario def/u, Obodo mid/v, Mesbah mid/imp, Piatto mid/imp
Doubtful

This could be the last chance for Lecce coach Di Francesco and a defeat here against the bottom side could mean the end. Lecce finished the season playing some fairly good attacking football but they knew it was always going to be tough again this season and giving the job to the inexperienced Di Francesco was perhaps a mistake. The side have just one win so far and away from home they have scored just twice with five goals conceded. The coach hung on to job last week with a draw at home against Novara but this was not a good display and Novara are the kind of side they should be beating at home. Before that they were comfortably beaten by Palermo and had a bizarre game against Milan where they raced into a three goal lead before they collapsed losing 4-3 and it was a good indication of their defensive frailty and weak confidence. Lecce have done slightly better on the road which is really down to their counterattacking style with players like Di Michele but he is still out of action and Corvia is on the bench after another poor performance led to jeers from the crowd and so Muriel is set to be given his chance as the lone striker with Bertolacci supporting him.

Expected formation - Benassi, Oddo, Carrozzieri, Esposito, Tomovic, Cuadrado, Strasser, Grossmuller, Olivera, Bertolacci, Muriel

Prediction - This will be a typical relegation dogfight with the priority for both sides to avoid defeat. Cesena have home advantage with a new coach and Mutu back and so should shade this game against a Lazio side who have produced some of their better performances away. 

Milan v Catania (last season 1-1)
Milan
Suspended - Boateng mid/v, Nocerino mid/v
Absent - Gattuso mid/v, Pato at/v, Flamini mid/u, Mexes def/imp, Cassano at/v, Nesta def/v
Doubtful

Milan have hit form and will take on Catania looking to continue their good run of four straight wins which has taken them up to fourth in the table after a terrible start to the season. Milan are now just two points off the top of the table and are yet to lose at home with three wins and two draws so far while their forward line has scored more than anyone else in the league with 19. Their defence is their weak point and they have also conceded 14 goals which is double what leaders Juventus have conceded. They have had a complicated week though with the illness to Cassano which will see him probably miss the rest of the season with a heart problem and they also drew in the Champions League against minnows BATE Borisov. Gattuso is another long term absentee with an eye problem and added to these for this weekend will be Boateng and Nocerino who are both suspended and so it will not be easy for Milan. It means that veterans Ambrosini and Seedorf will both start with Ambrosini in the midfield alongside Aquilani and Van Bommel and Seedorf supporting the strikers Ibrahimovic and Robinho.

Expected formation - Abbiati, Abate, Bonera, Silva, Antonini, Aquilani, Van Bommel, Ambrosini, Seedorf, Robinho, Ibrahimovic

Catania
Suspended
Absent - izco mid/imp, Alvarez def/imp, Llama mid/imp, Suazo at/imp
Doubtful

Catania are doing very well and better than expected as they lie just five points off leaders Juventus and it has been an excellent start to his coaching career at the club for Montella where he has continued where the club left off but he has failed still to make the team more of an attacking side and crucially the team has failed to improve on its woeful away record. So far the side is unbeaten at home but away they are yet to win with three draws and a defeat while they have scored six goals and conceded nine. The team go to Milan as big underdogs but they have managed some good results against bigger clubs so far and avoided defeats by Juventus, Inter, Lazio and Napoli. Realistically their hopes though will be to defend and try and get a draw while Milan’s defence is their weak point and they are also without Nesta. Lopez is no longer an automatic choice in attack and Montella has slightly improved the team away from home by making them play a 5-3-2 formation. Catania will be buoyed by their 2-1 win at home to Naspoli and he will stick with his forward line of Bergessio and Gomez

Expected formation  - Andujar, Potenza, Bellusci, Spolli, Legrottaglie, Marchese, Almiron, Lodi, Ricchiuti, Bergessio, Gomez

Prediction - This should be a comfortable victory for Milan despite all the players they are missing. They have home advantage and face a side which although has improved away is not very strong and Milan have the players to win this match.

Udinese v Siena (last season didn’t play)
Udinese
Suspended
Absent - Fabbrini at/u, Barreto at/u, Ferronetti def/u, Pasquale def/u, Coda def/imp
Doubtful
Udinese are a point off the top of the table and have continued off from last season where they did very well and qualified for a place in the Champions League. They sold off players but have maintained their strength with some good buys and in particular they have now become this season strong at the back. They have won all four home games so far and are also yet to concede a goal at home with eight goals for and none against. They did suffer a heavy 4-0 defeat in midweek away to Atletico Madrid in the Europa League but that was with a weakened squad. Aside from that they had won three of their last four games with their only other defeat coming away to Napoli whether Napoli managed to control the match and Napoli were without a key player in Di Natale. Di Natale scored Udinese’s only goal in the 1-0 win last weekend against Palermo and it was a good example of how the team are now stronger in defence this season. This weekend they have a fitness doubt over Benatia in defence although he is expected to be okay but apart from that the only change is expected to be Pinzi coming in for Badu in midfield.

Expected formation - Handanovic, Benatia, Danilo, Domizzi, Basta, Isla, Badu, Asamoah, Armero, Flores, Di Natale

Siena
Suspended
Absent - Pesoli def/imp, Vergassola mid/v
Doubtful

Siena are one of the surprises of the season so far as although they were expected to struggle with just a steady squad and no real talent in attack, they are up in seventh place. They don’t have a good away record where they are yet to win but still they are solid and they have only lost once away while they have drawn four matches scoring two goals and conceding four. Siena surprisingly go into the game in better form, unbeaten in four games, and their last defeat was away to Palermo at the beginning of last month. Last weekend they crushed Chievo 4-1 at home and they have drawn away to Cagliari, who were playing well, and Novara. Destro has been used sparingly this season but he got a brace against Chievo while D’Agostino and Calaio got the other goals. Siena will stay with the same forward line of Destro and Calaio with Brienza again playing in midfield instead of attack and the rest of midfield is also the same. In defence Terzi returns to centre half instead of Contini who is on the bench while Pesoli and Vergassola are the only players out injured.

Expected formation -   Brkic, Vitiello, Rossettini, Terzi, Del Grosso, Mannini, D’Agostino, Gazzi, Brienza, Calaio, Destro

Prediction - this is a match between two sides in form but Udinese with their excellent home record shoud be able to beat a Siena side who nonetheless will not be easy to break down.

Lazio v Parma (last season 2-0)
Lazio
Suspended
Absent - Gonzalez mid/imp, Matuzalem mid/imp, Mauri mid/v
Doubtful

Lazio are third in the table and just one point off Juventus at the top with a strong start to the season which has been built on a solid defence and the combination of Cisse and Klose, who both joined in the summer, and have added pace and strength as well as experience. Also in recent weeks Hernanes has found the form he was in last season where often he carried the side. The season has suffered with a number of midfield injuries such as Mauri but that has not affected them too much and they had a particularly good 3-0 win away to Cagliari last weekend who had been doing well and then in midweek they had a 1-0 win over Zurich in the Europa League. Still they had a disappointing 1-1 draw in their last home match against Catania where they faced a side with an excellent home record but has struggled away. The problem for Lazio is that they have actually been stronger away and at home they have won just one of four games which is partly due to a problem they have in breaking down sides that defend deep and Parma area a side which is dangerous on the counterattack. There are no surprises in the Lazio lineup with Klose and Cisse leading the attack.

Expected formation - Marchetti, Konko, Diakite, Dias, Radu, Brocchi, Ledesma, Lulic, Hernanes, Klose, Cisse

Parma
Suspended
Absent - Jadid mid/v, Floccari at/v
Doubtful

Parma are sitting relatively comfortably in midfield having recovered from a slow start to the season and they have developed into a solid side which is dangerous in attack with especially Giovinco their dangerous player with his pace and trickery. They have still lost two of their last five games but won three with last weekend they beat Parma 2-0 at home. After excellent wins at home to Genoa and away to Napoli they had two disappointing results with a defeat at home by Atalanta and then they crashed 4-1 in their last away game against Milan. This will be a tough game for them but a match that they will go believing they have their chances on the counterattack. Their better performances in attack have generally been with Floccari playing along with Giovinco but he is still out injured and so Pelle leads the attack and he has done fairly well as well. In midfield Biabiany is favourite to play ahead of Valiani and can be useful with his pace although he can be quite erratic. Jadid is out injured in the centre of the pitch and so his place goes to Galloppa who is a solid player but is not the one he was a couple of years ago. Also in midfield are Morrone and Modesto on the left.

Expected formation - Mirante, Zaccardo, Paletta, Lucarelli, Gobbi, Biabiany, Galloppa, Morrone, Modesto, Giovinco, Pelle

Prediction - Lazio may not play their best football at home but they have a solid side who are strong in defence and so should win this game but Parma are a definite danger and in terms of the possibility of a draw the visitors are yet to draw all season.

Chievo v Fiorentina (last season 0-1)
Chievo
Suspended - Cesar def/v
Absent - Sardo def/v, Morero def/v
Doubtful

Not long ago Chievo were being praised as a very solid side and perhaps their best ever which was stronger in depth and was based on a solid defence. In only a few weeks things have gone badly wrong and they now entertain Fiorentina on the back of three straight defeats including a heavy 4-1 loss last weekend away to Siena. They also lost their last home game 1-0 against a Bologna side which has been in a lot of trouble. Chievo attributes have always been in counterattacking and so they playing at home against Fiorentina they will be wanting the visitors to attack them but considering their own poor form it is debatable how attack minded they will be. Both coaches are under pressure and Chievo coach Di Carlo finally criticised his players after the Siena result and blamed the late withdrawals of midfield playmaker Rigoni and Thereau in attack. Moscardelli, who scored the only goal against Siena, is expected to keep his place and will play alongside Pellissier who is Chievo’s key player and generally when he plays well then the team is a different proposition. Rigoni returns in midfield while Sammarco is the playmaker behind the forwards instead of Cruzado.

Expected formation - Sorrentino, Frey, Mandelli, Andreolli, Drame, Bradley, Rigoni, Hetemaj, Sammarco, Pellissier, Moscardelli

Fiorentina
Suspended
Absent - Kroldrup def/v
Doubtful

The situation is not that much better at Fiorentina but at least they did manage to win their last game against Genoa 1-0 at home and so have something to build on but the pressure is very much still on the coach after some disappointing matches which have left the team in the middle of the table but still they are seven points off the top and it is a situation which is recoverable. Notably they have a poor away record which has seen them yet to win and they have two draws and two defeats so far. They lost away to Juventus in their last away game 2-1 which was not such a bad performance but before that they could only draw 0-0 away to Cesena which was disappointing against the bottom side. Fiorentina began the season with a lot of hope but it has quickly turned sour and goal scoring has been a big problem although it has been eased by the return of Gilardino from injury. Lazzari scored Fiorentina’s goal at the weekend but Fiorentina do have the quality in attack especially with Jovetic who is back playing this season after injury. This weekend Fiorentina are set to play a 4-3-3 formation with Romulo favourite to play in attack ahead of Cerci.

Expected formation - Boruc, Cassani, Gamberini, Natali, Pasqual, Behrami, Montolivo, Lazzari, Romulo, Gilardino, Jovetic

Prediction - this is a game between two sides in poor form and both badly need a win. It could well end in a draw with Chievo a counterattacking side while Fiorentina have not been scoring regularly. Chievo are stronger with the return of Rigoni and will have their chances on the break but a lot depends on how well Fiorentina perform as they do have some quality players.

Napoli v Juventus (last season 3-0)
Napoli
Suspended - Santana mid/imp
Absent - Britos def/imp, Gargano mid/v, Donadel mid/imp
Doubtful - Aronica def/v

Napoli are one of the title contenders this season having reinforced over the summer and they are currently two points off the top of the table. They do not appear to be as consistent as last season when they were a surprise package and qualified for the Champions League but they have shown that they are now more capable of beating the top sides which makes this more of an exciting encounter against the top of the table. Napoli go into the game though not in their best form statistically as they have won just one match from their last five but that does include two games against Bayern Munich in the Champions League. In midweek they lost 3-2 away to Bayern where they were largely outclassed but still battled hard to finish 3-2 and it is still a learning curve for them in Europe. Before that though they lost to Catania away but did manage a good win at home to Udinese. Napoli will play their strongest side with Hamsik, Lavezzi and Cavani in attack and Dzemaili in midfield with Gargano still out while the main doubt is over the fitness of Aronica in defence but he is expected to be okay.
   
Expected formation - De Sanctis, Campagnaro, Cannavaro, Aronica, Maggio, Dzemaili, Inler, Dossena, Hamsik, Lavezzi, Cavani

Juventus
Suspended
Absent - Giaccherini at/v, Quagliarella at/imp
Doubtful

Juventus are free to think about the league without European distractions and that could play a big part in this game where they will be a lot fresher. They go into the match on the back of an important 2-1 win away to Inter and they have won three of their last five games with two draws. More than anything Juventus have been the most consistent side so far without a defeat and they have a solid away record with two wins and two draws, while importantly as well they have just conceded two goals. Juventus are set to remain with the loan striker formation which caused problems for Inter and Fiorentina in their last matches. After being ignored at the start of the season Matri has made the striking role his while Pepe continues to enjoy a regular place in the side as does Vucinic while Vidal is the third player in the trio behind the frontman. Behind them are Marchisio and Pirlo who has perhaps been the key man so far for Juventus with his creativity. Giaccherini is one of the main players to miss the game going forward while Krasic is once again overlooked. The defence meanwhile is unchanged.

Expected formation -  Buffon, Lichtsteiner, Barzagli, Bonucci, Chiellini, Marchisio, Pirlo, Pepe, Vudal, Vucinic, Matri

Prediction - Napoli may be tired but this is a big game for them which should help them overcome this. Napoli will make this a difficult atmosphere at home for Juve and Napoli with their strength and performances this season are favourites to give Juve their first defeat.
