Saturday
Schalke – Bremen
Schalke without: Pander (reg), Hoogland (new), Kenia (squad), Jones (dropped)
Bremen without: Naldo (imp), Boenisch (long term), Vander (reserve keeper), Borowski, Arnautovic (reg/squad), Pizarro (imp), 
Schalke’s season looked set for a new low point last week when they trailed 2-0 after just half an hour at Wolfsburg. The travelling support were furious and it looked likely to turn ugly after the game. However, first Edu pulled one back and then Huntelaar “equalised” with a shocking hand ball goal. It was as bad as Thierry Henry in the WC qualifier versus Ireland. To add insult to injury for the home side Huntelaar then nearly made it 3-2. The Schalke fans were somewhat appeased but they know that 2 wins in 12 BL starts is totally unacceptable. They have the chance to rectify that here against another struggling team. If they don’t there will be trouble for Magath. 
Bremen’s 2-0 win here last season was their first win in Gelsenkirchen for 9 years. Last week they looked hyper-nervous in the 0-0 versus Frankfurt, albeit if that was an improvement over the 6-0 drubbing at Stuttgart. They had arguably the better of a poor game with few chances and they have now not won any of their last 6 league and cup games. The only positive is a possible return here of full back Fritz but they also have a key game in the CL coming (as do Schalke but they are not in a must-win situation)
Latest: Schalke trainer Magath has dropped his “right hand man” Jones for a poor performance last week and poor training performances
S04: Neuer - Uchida, Höwedes, Metzelder, Schmitz - Kluge, Moritz - Farfan, Edu - Raul, Huntelaar
Bremen: Wiese - Fritz, Mertesacker, Prödl, Silvestre - Frings - Wesley, D. Jensen - Hunt - Marin, Hugo Almeida
Summary: it is hard to judge which side is in a worse state and both have CL engagements next week making this a lottery
Frankfurt – Hoffenheim
Frankfurt without: Bajramovic, Rode (squad), Chris (reg), 
Hoffenheim without: Simunic (reg), Starke (imp – keeper), Obasi (reg/imp)
Frankfurt could not believe their luck in going to Bremen just at the right time with the home side minus key players and totally lacking in confidence. It seemed like they could deal with the situation of going to a big club and almost being in the role of favourites. One journalists said “the made the sick patient well again”, suggesting they let Bremen off the hook in a 0-0 draw. Trainer Skibbe will probably tell you it was a good point and takes their haul to 17 out of a possible 21 but everyone knows Bremen were there for the taking. 
Hoffenheim’s up and down season continued with a home defeat in the small south western derby with Freiburg. After 5 games undefeated including the unlucky draw at Dortmund, they have now lost at injury hit Hamburg and home to relegated fancied Freiburg. Trainer Rangnick strangelt left out Salihovic and Ibisevic, preferring Vukcevic and Sigurdsson, though the latter nearly made the decision pay off when he hit the bar early on. Ba missed a great chance but Hoffenheim lost their way and were caught out in the very last minute. 
FFM: Nikolov - S. Jung, Franz, Russ, Tzavellas - Schwegler, Köhler - Ochs, Caio, Halil Altintop - Gekas
Hoff: Haas - Beck, Vorsah, Compper, Ibertsberger - Rudy, Luiz Gustavo - Vukcevic, Sigurdsson - Ba, Mlapa
Summary: I think FFM have overperformed ever so slightly and Hoffenheim can be dangerous on the break so no bet even though FFM are 1.95 from 2.01 -1/4
Gladbach – Mainz
MG without: Jantschke, Jaures (squad), Dante, Brouwers (regs)
Mainz without: H Müller (keeper), Allagui (reg), Svensson (squad)
Gladbach had not won in 9 games before they went to Köln in the derby and won 4-0. They adapted better to the awful wet conditions and played the same great counter attacking stuff that had brought their last win, 6-3, also away and also in a derby at Leverkusen. To cap a great day it was a first clean sheet of the season. Their joy was soon spoiled with news that both c/backs Dante and Brouwers (both recently back after injury and suspension) were BOTH injured again and could be out until the New Year. MG’s worst spell of form had coincided with their absence so a continuation of good form cannot be taken for granted here. 
Mainz have never won in 4 BL visits to MG (2D and 2L). You have to fear that the wheels are finally coming off Mainz after an amazing start to the season. They lost at home to an under-strength and low on confidence Hannover side. It was Mainz’ 4th defeat in the last 5 in the BL, all without scoring (lost 5 out of 6 if you include the cup). Young star Holtby (in the National team squad in Sweden for the friendly) was taken off at half time amid boos from the supporters which enraged keeper Wetklo who claimed that the Mainz fans had become spoilt and “expected success now”.  Wetklo was having a bad day and was at fault for the Hannover goal. Mainz even created little when the visitors were reduced to 10 men. 
MG: Heimeroth - Levels, Anderson, Daems, Schachten - Bradley, Marx - Herrmann, Reus - de Camargo, Bobadilla
Mainz: Wetklo - F. Heller, Bungert, Noveski, Fuchs - Karhan, Polanski, Fathi - Schürrle, Ivanschitz - Szalai
Summary: there are slight doubts about Mainz’ Holtby and Schürrle after the midweek intls so MG make a little bit of appeal at 1.76 (from 1.82) dnb
Freiburg – Dortmund
Freiburg without: Krmas (squad), Bechmann (long term), Pouplin (keeper – out for rest of year), Jäger (reg/squad)
Dortmund without: Zidan, Kringe (squad), Kehl, Owomoyela (reg), 
I just cannot seem to get to grips with Freiburg this season. They are the side who have not drawn a game so far. Each win it is either win or lose. However 7 wins and only 5 defeats mean that they are up to an unbelievable 4th position. In the 1-0 at Hoffenheim they did not play especially well and were not in it in the first half. However, after the break Reisinger and Makiadi both had chances before the BL’s top scorer Cisse scored out of the blue in stoppage time.
Dortmund continued their inevitable run to the title with another great win over  an admittedly injury hit Hamburg. Their play was simple championship football. For both goals they simply ripped open the Hamburg defence with clever, fast short passes, like Arsenal  do when they are really on top of their game. They have now won 10 and drawn one of their 11 games since the opening day defeat by Leverkusen.
Frei: Baumann - Mujdza, Barth, Toprak, Bastians - Schuster - Putsila, Rosenthal, Makiadi, Abdessadki - Cissé
BVB: Weidenfeller - Piszczek, Subotic, Hummels, Schmelzer - S. Bender, Sahin - M. Götze, Kagawa, Großkreutz - Barrios
Summary: Dortmund will keep Cisse (10 of 18 Freiburg goals so far) quiet and run the show. They are no value though at 2.08 -1
Hannover – Hamburg
Hannover without: Andreasen, Stoppelkamp (reg/squad), Carlitos (long term), Haggui, Cherundolo (reg – susp), Abdellaoue (imp)
Hamburg without: Castelen (long term), Aogo, Demel, Mathijsen (reg), Diekmeier, Benjamin, Torun, Stepanek (squad), Rost (keeper), Jansen (imp), Kacar (reg/squad)
Hopes had not looked great for Hannover when travelling to Mainz with a long injury and suspension list. They even resorted to giving the previously out of favour Schlaudraff a game in place of the injured Abdellaoue. However, Pinto’s long range should which should have been dealt with by Mainz keeper Wetklo put them ahead and they never looked back not even when Cherundolo was sent off with still 21 minutes to play. Hannover had lost 4 of their previous 5 without managing a single goal. Good news this week came in the form that “Mad Dog” Pogatetz could be back at the weekend
This is a Northern derby but Hamburg have a bad recent record on this ground winning only one of their last 8 here. Last week they were totally harmless when going down 2-0 at Dortmund. However, that was understandable given Dortmund’s form and Hamburg’s horrible injury list which got worse when Kacar was carried off. The better news this week was that Rost, RVN and Elia are all back in training. However, this game might come a bit too soon for them. 
Latest: Demel and Mathijsen got injured in the midweek friendlies so Hamburg’s back four has a strange look with Besic in c/def and Ze Roberto at full back
H96: Fromlowitz - Chahed, Eggimann, Pogatetz, C. Schulz - Schmiedebach, Pinto - Stindl, Rausch - Ya Konan, Schlaudraff
HSV: Drobny - Tesche, Westermann, Besic, Zé Roberto - Jarolim, Trochowski - Pitroipa, Elia - Petric, Guerrero
Summary: Hamburg have injury problems again especially in c/def. Hannover are tempting at 2.29 dnb but no bet
Nürnberg – Kaiserslautern
Club without: Bunjaku (reg), Pinola (reg – susp)
KL without: Simunek, Rodnei, Dick (reg), Amri, Walch (squad), 
Nürnberg were trying for a 4th straight win but came unstuck in the derby 0-3 at Bayern. They did not play particularly badly and had a decent spell of pressure just after the break but they ran into a Bayern team which knew it had to win to keep the pressure on Dortmund. Once again the Argentine Pinola became the villain, this time for spitting at Schweinsteiger. The ref did not see the incident so he could be banned on TV evidence. However, he has already got off a similar charge this season and also dived horribly to get a penalty at a non league team in the cup – not a very nice fellow!
KL have now won only one of their last 10 BL games but the 3-3 with Stuttgart will feel like a win after they trailed 0-3 at one stage. It was the first time since 1973 that they had pulled back a 3 goal deficit. They had been playing with fire in their bellies after feeling double mistreated in the 32nd minute. Already trailing 0-1 they were denied a penalty which could have brought the scores level. However controversial BL ref Rafati said no and the ball was booted up the other end of the pitch and Cacau made it 0-2. Cue; thousands of whistles from the crowd. However in a great fightback they got a vital point and showed that at least their morale is intact.
Club: R. Schäfer - Judt, Nilsson, Wolf, Bieler - Simons, Hegeler - Ekici, Gündogan, Frantz - Schieber
KL: Sippel - Petsos, Amedick, Abel, Bugera - Ilicevic, Tiffert, Kirch, Rivic - Moravek - Lakic
Summary: I suspect Nürnberg will win again here and they are 1.70 (from 1.75) -1/4 but no bet on a bad week for betting. This week it is mostly bad teams matched together or obvious picks with no value
Leverkusen – Bayern
Leverkusen without: Ballack (reg), Kiessling (imp), Reinartz (reg – susp)
Bayern without: Robben (v imp), Klose (reg), Olic (long term)
Leverkusen dominated the game at St Pauli even if it took them until the 81st minute to finally break through. Earlier Sidney Sam’s was the best of 11 shots on goal they had in the first half alone.  They continued in the same vein after the break and Renato Augusto’s winner was long overdue. They have only lost twice all season and have won the last three in the league, conceding just one goal
Bayern are going for a 6th straight visit to Leverkusen without defeat. They are now unbeaten in their last 8 league and cup games after the 3-0 over Nürnberg. Gomez continues to be the star of the moment with his 10th and 11th goals in his last 8 first class matches. He missed the chance of a hat trick when blazing Bayern’s 2nd penalty kick over (Lahm had scored from the first one). There was good and bad news for Bayern. Olic looks like he might be ruled out for the rest of the season but Ribery returned in the 2nd half of the derby and set up one of the goals. Given the form of Dortmund, Bayern are in the awkward position of knowing that they have to go for wins in every game
Lev: Adler - Schwaab, M. Friedrich, Hyypiä, Kadlec - Vidal, Rolfes - Sam, Renato Augusto, Barnetta - Helmes
Bayern: Butt - Lahm, van Buyten, Breno, Pranjic - Tymoshchuk, Ottl - Hamit Altintop, Schweinsteiger, Kroos - Gomez
Summary: Bayern have to win but will they? Lev have Hyypiä back in defence. Slight preference for the away  but no bet 
 

