Bordeaux

Suspended: Carrasso (1st gk)

Absent: Planus (df, ?) (2nd team), Jussiê (mf, r)

Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Toulouse – Bordeaux 3-2. Bordeaux red card: Carrasso (75). Good game of contrasting halves. Bordeaux will have considerable regrets about leaving empty handed. And Rivière will long remember his first goal in a Toulouse shirt because the Martinique striker scored a dramatic winner in the third minute of injury time. Bordeaux had seemed in control for an hour. The visitors led by two goals at half time thanks to a brace by Diabaté. The Mali striker was a constant thorn in the host’ defence. He opened the scoring from a Trémoulinas assist in the 19th minute. And doubled his side’s lead with a 30 metre shot on 38 minutes after Pavle Ninkov had lost possession. The visitors seemed to be heading for victory but then Toulouse woke up and their play became less error prone. Tabanou reduced the deficit from the penalty spot in the 52nd minute before Capoue equalised from a Tabanou corner in the 59th minute. Carrasso gave away another penalty, earning a red card in the process in the 75th minute. His replacement Keita saved Tabanou’s penalty but couldn’t prevent Rivière from scoring in injury time.

Bordeaux – Evian  0-0. Poor match. Fair result in that neither team merited three points. 

Valenciennes – Bordeaux 1-2. Poor match. Bordeaux's manager, Gillot conceded that luck played its part in his side's victory. 

Lille

Suspended: Obraniak (mf, r/s), Debuchy (df, i) (1/2)
Absent: De Melo (fw, s) (lt), Payet (fw, r) (3 wks), Chedjou (df, r)

Doubtful: Beria (df, r)
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Lille - Sochaux 2-2. Lille red card: Debuchy (55) Average match. Fair result because Sochaux more than held their own after the break. At the final whistle, however, Lille were the more frustrated of the sides. They’d controlled proceedings until Debuchy’s sending off on 55 minutes, which proved something of a turning point. The hosts retreated to protect their slender lead, given them just after the break from a Pedretti header; Hazard supplying the cross. They didn’t fully appreciate the danger posed by two men, especially when they are given space in which to play - Boudebouz and Marvin Martin supplying the assists for the goals scored by Bakambu and Privat in the 70th and 86th minutes respectively. In between time, Hazard had converted a generously awarded penalty in the 78th minute. Lille missed Chedjou and their re-jigged defence didn’t really pass muster.

Saint-Etienne - Lille 1-3. Saint-Etienne red card: Néry (35) Average match. Right result although Lille had to come from behind against combative opposition. 

Lille – Marseille 3-2. Good match. Marseille deserved to leave with a share of the points. 

Comment: 

I start to feel sorry for the Bordeaux players. They get the blame for everything but fact is that Bordeaux can't play a leading roll with average material. If I look at today's line-up, I can't see a single player that can make the difference. The only constant players of the present team are Trémoulinas, a full-back, and midfielder Jaroslav Plasil, the Czech international. It says enough. At Lille, two regular defenders are missing and a third is doubtful. Defence is Lille's weak spot this season as the bench players for that line lack quality. In the last two matches, they gave away certain looking victories against CSKA (2-0) and Sochaux (1-0, 2-1)). Cdef Rozenhal didn't play vs Sochaux after two dubious matches, but apparently he starts again tonight. Cdef Chedjou has almost recovered and is announced for the next game at Lorient. Payet is injured and Obraniak suspended, so Cole looks a certain starter on the right wing.

Ajaccio

Suspended: Cavalli (mf, r) (1/2)

Absent: Begeorgi (df, r) (lt), N'Diaye (df, r), Maire (df), Cilia (df), Bouhours (df, r?)

Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Nice - Ajaccio 3-0. Ajaccio red card: Cavalli (45) Average match. Right result although the hosts were flattered by the margin of victory. Nice were generally dominant but they never completely controlled proceedings. While beginning brightly enough, they needed a penalty by Monzon just before the time to open the scoring. After the break, they had a numerical advantage but the Corsicans made life difficult for them. Not that they posed much of a danger themselves except for one occasion in the 56th minute when Kinkela struck the post. It wasn’t until the 86th minute that Nice doubled their lead from another penalty, again converted by Monzon. And a minute from the end, Civelli headed a Meriem free kick beyond Ochoa. 

Ajaccio - Valenciennes  3-1. Average match. Right result after what was a game of contrasting halves. 

Auxerre – Ajaccio 4-1. Average match. Right result in what a reassuring and comfortable victory for Auxerre. 

Montpellier

Suspended: Dernis (mf, r)

Absent: Ait-Fana (mf, s) (3 wks), Lacombe (fw), Dzodic (df), Tinhan (mf), Koita (fw), Jeunechamp (df, r)
Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Brest - Montpellier  2-2. Brest red card: Makonda (90). Average match. Montpellier will view the result as points dropped given that they surrendered a two-goal lead. In the first half they dominated in all departments of the game with Giroud grabbing a brace of goals in the 19th and 42nd minutes. After the break, however, Brest were a different side, abandoning their traditional 4-4-2. The hosts posed more of a threat up front; forcing Montpellier onto the back foot. The visitors began to make mistakes. A poor back pass by Saihi enabled Ben Basat to reduce the deficit on 70 minutes. The visitors suffered in the closing stages and conceded another goal two minutes from time when, Gentiletti netted, after a quickly taken corner. 

Montpellier - Nice  1-0. Average match. Nice will be disappointed not to have left with a point. 

Lyon – Montpellier 2-1. Montpellier red card: Belhanda (82) Good match. Lyon will be more pleased with the result than their performance. 

Comment:

Two changes at Ajaccio. Hothead Cavalli (mf) is suspended and left-back Bouhours got injured again. In spite of missing two regulars, Montpellier sees room for rotation. As many other clubs, they see Ajaccio as easy opponents, or at least one that allows changes. The most important benched players should be Estrada (dfm) and topscorer Giroud. Playmaker Belhanda will probably keep his place.

Caen

Suspended: 

Absent: Tafforeau (df) (lt), Lazarevic (df), Mboné (mf)

Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Auxerre - Caen 1-1. Average match. Fair result. Both sides showed similar desire in the first half and, from the hour mark, the same contentment with a point. The hosts thought they’d done the hard work in opening the scoring on 32 minutes through Jemaa, who got on the end of deflection off Cissé that caught out Thébaux. Controlling the midfield, where Ndinga and Cissé took advantage of the space given them, Auxerre had deserved a goal. Inspirational skill saw A. Traoré had hit the post and Oliech, following up, had had his effort turned onto the bar by Thébaux. Jemaa missed another chance that his team was to regret. For just before half time, K. Traoré pulled the ball back for Nivet to hit the equaliser.

Caen - Toulouse  0-1. Poor match. Right result just about, even if some of Toulouse’s players said that Caen deserved a share of the points. 

Rennes – Caen 3-2. Average match. Right result – just about. 

Lyon

Suspended: 

Absent: Ederson (mf, r/s) (lt), Tafer (fw) (lt), Lisandro (fw, k) (4 wks), Cris (df, i) (4 wks), Gourcuff (mf, i), Källström (mf, r)
Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Lyon - Marseille 2-0. Average match. Right result. Lyon didn’t dominate but did what was necessary to win, going about their business efficiently if not spectacularly. Marseille are bottom of the league, 11 points adrift of Lyon. They lack confidence and their play lacked pace, except for the move that culminated in Lucho going close in the 68th minute. That said, they carved out opportunities that they failed to make the most of. Marseille were unlucky in that Gomis scored his 17th minute goal from an off side position; Bastos providing the cross. Lyon, however, were solid, intelligent and showed efficacy. On 29 minutes good work by Gonalons saw him set up Bastos who fired beyond Mandanda to double his side’s lead. Lyon then allowed the visitors possession, confident in their defensive abilities. The hosts might have made more of their counter attacking moves.

Dijon - Lyon 1-2. Average match. Right result although it was a somewhat laboured performance by Lyon. 

Lyon – Montpellier 2-1. Montpellier red card: Belhanda (82) Good match. Lyon will be more pleased with the result than their performance. 

Comment:

Full squad at Caen. No changes expected.

At Lyon, there is no sign of Gourcuff yet. The midfielder injured himself again with the reseves but nothing alarming it seems. Källström got injured vs Marseille and will be replaced by new signing Fofana from Le Havre. Partly due to injuries, Lyon start with five U23 players tonight. New coach Garde was previously head of youth department; it shows.

Dijon

Suspended: Meité (df, r) (5/8), Paulle (df, r)

Absent: Bérenguer (mf)

Doubtful: 
Back: Varrault (df, r)
Recent matches:

Last match: Valenciennes - Dijon 4-0. Dijon red card: Paulle (76). Average match. Right result although the margin of victory was flattering to the hosts. Dijon more than held their own before the break and might have taken the lead. But the end result was Valenciennes’ first win of the season, providing some badly needed reassurance for all those connected with the club. Midfielder and man of the match, Danic, opened the scoring in the 53rd minute, to get his side going. The hosts were able to conjure a goal rush. Pujol grabbed a brace of goals in the 75th and 78th minutes. Dijon were not quite sure what had happened, conceding three goals in four minutes; Cohade netting the last of the goals courtesy of a Nam assist. 

Dijon - Lyon 1-2. Average match. Right result although it was a somewhat laboured performance by Lyon. 

Evian – Dijon 0-1. Average match. Right result. 

Brest

Suspended: Roux (fw, topscorer), Makonda (mf/df, s)

Absent: Daf (df, r) (lt), Kantari (df, r) (lt), Brou-Apanga (df, r) (lt), Ferradj (df, r) (lt), Ayité (fw, r) (5 wks), Martial (df), Touré (fw, r/s), Grougi (mf, i) (3 wks), Hartock (gk)
Doubtful: 
Back: Baysse (df, r)
Recent matches:

Last match: Brest - Montpellier  2-2. Brest red card: Makonda (90). Average match. Montpellier will view the result as points dropped given that they surrendered a two-goal lead. In the first half they dominated in all departments of the game with Giroud grabbing a brace of goals in the 19th and 42nd minutes. After the break, however, Brest were a different side, abandoning their traditional 4-4-2. The hosts posed more of a threat up front; forcing Montpellier onto the back foot. The visitors began to make mistakes. A poor back pass by Saihi enabled Ben Basat to reduce the deficit on 70 minutes. The visitors suffered in the closing stages and conceded another goal two minutes from time when, Gentiletti netted, after a quickly taken corner. 

PSG - Brest 1-0. Average match. Right result just about. 

Nice – Brest 0-0. Poor match. Fair result in that Brest's defence resisted the hosts' best efforts in attack. 

Comment:

Left-back Varrault returns in the Dijon squad after a few weeks of injury, replacing suspended Paulle. Brest miss last season's topscorers Grougi and Roux. Baysse takes back the place of suspended part-time defender Makonda. New signings Zebina and Gentilli are doing well in the back, so the absence of all the intended regulars is not such a big problem after all (6 goals conceded in 6 games, hats off).

Lorient

Suspended: Mareque (df, r)
Absent: Quercia (fw, r) (lt), Diarra (mf)
Doubtful: 
Back: Audard (1st gk)
Recent matches:

Last match: Lorient - Saint-Etienne 3-0. Average match. Right result. It’s a pretty good sign when a club wins without playing that well. In the first half, the hosts lacked cohesion and precision in their play. They opened the scoring on 11 minutes from their first opportunity; Aliadière profiting from the visitors slack defending of a corner. But they were only able to go in at half time still leading thanks to the efforts of their keeper, Lecomte, stand in for Audard, who saved well to deny Sako. And after the break, he also frustrated Guilavogui. Lorient played much better in the second half. They showed good movement with Aliadière grabbing another goal in the 76th minute. And they were able to profit from the inexperience of Zouma (16), the visitors’ right back. Coutadeur added a third goal in injury time thanks to a Jouffre assist. 

Sochaux – Lorient  1-1. Average match. Sochaux will definitely view the result as points dropped. 

Lorient – Nancy 2-1. Average match. Lorient, as their manager Gourcuff acknowledged, were lucky to have taken all the points. 

Auxerre

Suspended: Ndinga (mf, i)
Absent: Licata (fw) (lt), Hengbart (df, r) (5 wks), Coulibaly (df, r/i), Segbefia (mf)
Doubtful: 
Back: Ben Sahar (fw, r)
Recent matches:

Last match: Auxerre - Caen 1-1. Average match. Fair result. Both sides showed similar desire in the first half and, from the hour mark, the same contentment with a point. The hosts thought they’d done the hard work in opening the scoring on 32 minutes through Jemaa, who got on the end of deflection off Cissé that caught out Thébaux. Controlling the midfield, where Ndinga and Cissé took advantage of the space given them, Auxerre had deserved a goal. Inspirational skill saw A. Traoré had hit the post and Oliech, following up, had had his effort turned onto the bar by Thébaux. Jemaa missed another chance that his team was to regret. For just before half time, K. Traoré pulled the ball back for Nivet to hit the equaliser.

Nancy – Auxerre 0-0. Poor match. Nancy will view the result as points dropped. 

Auxerre – Ajaccio 4-1. Average match. Right result in what a reassuring and comfortable victory for Auxerre. 

Comment:

It's a bit early to tell, but it seems coach Gourcuff is doing it again. Despite the loss of Gameiro and Amalfitano, Lorient equals their best season start ever with 11 points. First keeper Audard is back in the goal; only the left-back is missing (suspended).

Indestructible cdef Coulibaly is injured. I can't remember him missing a game. Auxerre are weakened in the back as important defensive midfielder Ndinga is also missing (suspended).

Marseille

Suspended: 

Absent: Mbia (df, i) (6 wks), Gignac (fw, r/s), Cheyrou (mf, r/i)
Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Lyon - Marseille 2-0. Average match. Right result. Lyon didn’t dominate but did what was necessary to win, going about their business efficiently if not spectacularly. Marseille are bottom of the league, 11 points adrift of Lyon. They lack confidence and their play lacked pace, except for the move that culminated in Lucho going close in the 68th minute. That said, they carved out opportunities that they failed to make the most of. Marseille were unlucky in that Gomis scored his 17th minute goal from an off side position; Bastos providing the cross. Lyon, however, were solid, intelligent and showed efficacy. On 29 minutes good work by Gonalons saw him set up Bastos who fired beyond Mandanda to double his side’s lead. Lyon then allowed the visitors possession, confident in their defensive abilities. The hosts might have made more of their counter attacking moves.

Marseille – Rennes  0-1. Average match. Marseille were left with an acute sense of frustration. Incapable of converting their domination into goals, Marseille then got caught out. 

Lille – Marseille 3-2. Good match. Marseille deserved to leave with a share of the points. 

Evian TG

Suspended: Angoula (df, i)
Absent: Poulsen (mf, new/r), Ehret (df, r?), Saad (df), Leroy (mf, i) (rested), Bérigaud (fw, s), Lacour (mf)
Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Evian - PSG  2-2. Good match. Fair result. PSG remain inconsistent as this game perfectly illustrated. They displayed their imperfections before demonstrating their strengths. In the opening half-hour, PSG were possibly overconfident. And Evian showed no complex about playing their more esteemed opponents. Leroy, despite his 37 years, remains a threat for any side. He gave Evian a 14th minute lead, which Sagbo doubled from the penalty spot on 20 minutes. Soon after, PSG keeper, Sirigu needed to pull off a great save to save an Angoula header. But then the visitors could call upon their individual talents. Pastore, who may well be getting into the habit of scoring, reduced the deficit in the 43rd minute. The visitors’ task became easier. And substitute Bodmer equalised in the 81st minute. But PSG should be happy with a point given that Evian were a dangerous outfit, directed by an impressive Leroy. 

Bordeaux – Evian  0-0. Poor match. Fair result in that neither team merited three points. 

Evian – Dijon 0-1. Average match. Right result. 

Comment:

You have to go back to 1985 to see Marseille taking 10 goals in the first 6 rounds. OM is also the L1 club that loses most of the point after having been in the lead. Goalkeeper Mandanda is very explicit about the Marseille failures: "We don't make the efforts needed to get out of the situation. Not at the training, not in the match. We are not solid in the back and up front nobody is scared of us anymore" Simple analyses, but true. OM will come back no doubt, but when? In the mean time, president Labrune has already given up the most important prize of the season: "We are no title pretenders this year"

Old man Leroy gets a break at Evian, after a good match vs PSG. He won't travel. Cdef Angoula (i) and new man Poulsen are also missing, so definitely not the strongest line-up.

Nancy

Suspended: 

Absent: Lemaître (df, r) (2 wks), Haïdara (mf), Zola (mf), Traoré (mf, i) (2 wks)
Doubtful: 
Back: Jung Jo-gook (fw, new)
Recent matches:

Last match: Rennes - Nancy 1-1. Average match. Rennes will view the result as points dropped against a Nancy side who managed to level the scores from their only chance. The hosts vehemently contested the decision of the referee to award Nancy a penalty, which André Luiz converted in the 78th minute. But the main reason they dropped points is that they lacked finishing prowess. In the first half a single shot on target enabled Montaño to open the scoring in the 19th minute following good work by M'Vila and Pitroipa. After the break, Rennes missed a succession of opportunities; Montaño (48), Kana-Biyik (61), Féret (65), Hadji (76) and Pitroïpa (80) all failing to convert. It was especially frustrating for them to draw against a side that showed so little enterprise. Nancy owe considerable thanks to their keeper, Ndy Assembé

Nancy – Auxerre 0-0. Poor match. Nancy will view the result as points dropped. 

Lorient – Nancy 2-1. Average match. Lorient, as their manager Gourcuff acknowledged, were lucky to have taken all the points. 

Valenciennes

Suspended: 

Absent: Rafael (df), Aboubacar (fw) (6 wks), Loriot (mf), Lala (df), Dossevi (mf, r) (4 wks), Mater (df, r)
Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Valenciennes - Dijon 4-0. Dijon red card: Paulle (76). Average match. Right result although the margin of victory was flattering to the hosts. Dijon more than held their own before the break and might have taken the lead. But the end result was Valenciennes’ first win of the season, providing some badly needed reassurance for all those connected with the club. Midfielder and man of the match, Danic, opened the scoring in the 53rd minute, to get his side going. The hosts were able to conjure a goal rush. Pujol grabbed a brace of goals in the 75th and 78th minutes. Dijon were not quite sure what had happened, conceding three goals in four minutes; Cohade netting the last of the goals courtesy of a Nam assist. 

Ajaccio - Valenciennes  3-1. Average match. Right result after what was a game of contrasting halves. 

Valenciennes – Bordeaux 1-2. Poor match. Bordeaux's manager, Gillot conceded that luck played its part in his side's victory. 

Comment:

Nancy midfielder Traoré picked up malaria with the Mali squad and will miss the next two matches. He was already absent in Rennes where Nancy managed to grab a very lucky point. New man Jung Jo-gook is eligible but starts on the bench. Valenciennes with the winning squad of last week, except full-back Mater. Pujol might not be completely fit, as he is mentioned for the bench again. Coming on as sub, he scored twice in 25 minutes last weekend.

PSG

Suspended: Bisevac (df, r?) (2/2)
Absent: Hoarau (fw, r/s) (lt), Sakho (df, i) (2 wks), Sissoko (mf, new) (2nd team?)

Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Evian - PSG  2-2. Good match. Fair result. PSG remain inconsistent as this game perfectly illustrated. They displayed their imperfections before demonstrating their strengths. In the opening half-hour, PSG were possibly overconfident. And Evian showed no complex about playing their more esteemed opponents. Leroy, despite his 37 years, remains a threat for any side. He gave Evian a 14th minute lead, which Sagbo doubled from the penalty spot on 20 minutes. Soon after, PSG keeper, Sirigu needed to pull off a great save to save an Angoula header. But then the visitors could call upon their individual talents. Pastore, who may well be getting into the habit of scoring, reduced the deficit in the 43rd minute. The visitors’ task became easier. And substitute Bodmer equalised in the 81st minute. But PSG should be happy with a point given that Evian were a dangerous outfit, directed by an impressive Leroy. 

PSG - Brest 1-0. Average match. Right result just about. 

Toulouse – PSG 1-3. Average match. Right result after a game of contrasting halves. 

Nice

Suspended: 

Absent: Clerc (df, r)
Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Nice - Ajaccio 3-0. Ajaccio red card: Cavalli (45) Average match. Right result although the hosts were flattered by the margin of victory. Nice were generally dominant but they never completely controlled proceedings. While beginning brightly enough, they needed a penalty by Monzon just before the time to open the scoring. After the break, they had a numerical advantage but the Corsicans made life difficult for them. Not that they posed much of a danger themselves except for one occasion in the 56th minute when Kinkela struck the post. It wasn’t until the 86th minute that Nice doubled their lead from another penalty, again converted by Monzon. And a minute from the end, Civelli headed a Meriem free kick beyond Ochoa. 

Montpellier - Nice  1-0. Average match. Nice will be disappointed not to have left with a point. 

Nice – Brest 0-0. Poor match. Fair result in that Brest's defence resisted the hosts' best efforts in attack. 

Comment:

Some tension in midfield at PSG. Nenê seems a unwilling to share his stardom with Pastore and therefore doesn't always make the right choices. Not surprising if you followed the man's carreer. Nenê can't survive without being in the centre of the attention, even if he's not in great shape. In last year's squad he was the absolute number one, so he could get away with his egoïsm. Not anymore. Nice will play with the same group that beat Ajaccio with a very flattered score. Clerc has recovered but lacks match fitness.

Sochaux

Suspended: 
Absent: Bréchet (df, r), Carlao (df, r)

Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Lille - Sochaux 2-2. Lille red card: Debuchy (55) Average match. Fair result because Sochaux more than held their own after the break. At the final whistle, however, Lille were the more frustrated of the sides. They’d controlled proceedings until Debuchy’s sending off on 55 minutes, which proved something of a turning point. The hosts retreated to protect their slender lead, given them just after the break from a Pedretti header; Hazard supplying the cross. They didn’t fully appreciate the danger posed by two men, especially when they are given space in which to play - Boudebouz and Marvin Martin supplying the assists for the goals scored by Bakambu and Privat in the 70th and 86th minutes respectively. In between time, Hazard had converted a generously awarded penalty in the 78th minute. Lille missed Chedjou and their re-jigged defence didn’t really pass muster.

Sochaux – Lorient  1-1. Average match. Sochaux will definitely view the result as points dropped. 

Sochaux – Saint Etienne 2-1. Saint Etienne red card: Paulao (66) Average match. Sochaux produced a reassuring display in that they demonstrated determination in defence before exploiting their opportunities. 

Rennes

Suspended: 

Absent: Apam (df) (lt), Mangane (cap, df, i) (3 wks), Boukari (mf/fw, r) (3 wks), Dalmat (mf, s), Mavinga (df, r/s)

Doubtful: 
Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Rennes - Nancy 1-1. Average match. Rennes will view the result as points dropped against a Nancy side who managed to level the scores from their only chance. The hosts vehemently contested the decision of the referee to award Nancy a penalty, which André Luiz converted in the 78th minute. But the main reason they dropped points is that they lacked finishing prowess. In the first half a single shot on target enabled Montaño to open the scoring in the 19th minute following good work by M'Vila and Pitroipa. After the break, Rennes missed a succession of opportunities; Montaño (48), Kana-Biyik (61), Féret (65), Hadji (76) and Pitroïpa (80) all failing to convert. It was especially frustrating for them to draw against a side that showed so little enterprise. Nancy owe considerable thanks to their keeper, Ndy Assembé

Marseille – Rennes  0-1. Average match. Marseille were left with an acute sense of frustration. Incapable of converting their domination into goals, Marseille then got caught out. 

Rennes – Caen 3-2. Average match. Right result – just about. 

Comment:

Maïga (fw, i) and Anin (mf, i) return in the Sochaux squad after punishment. Both played with the reserves last weekend, Maïga scoring twice. At Rennes, cdef Mangane and Boukari won't be back before the international break. Bot got injured in Udine and didn't play vs Nancy last weekend.

Saint-Etienne

Suspended: Néry (df, r/s) (2/2)

Absent: Andreu (df) (lt), Alonso (mf, r?) (lt), Perrin (cap, df/mf, i) (lt), Sinama-Pongolle (fw, r) (7 wks), Marchal (df, r)
Doubtful: Paulao (df, r)
Back: Ebondo (df, r)
Recent matches:

Last match: Lorient - Saint-Etienne 3-0. Average match. Right result. It’s a pretty good sign when a club wins without playing that well. In the first half, the hosts lacked cohesion and precision in their play. They opened the scoring on 11 minutes from their first opportunity; Aliadière profiting from the visitors slack defending of a corner. But they were only able to go in at half time still leading thanks to the efforts of their keeper, Lecomte, stand in for Audard, who saved well to deny Sako. And after the break, he also frustrated Guilavogui. Lorient played much better in the second half. They showed good movement with Aliadière grabbing another goal in the 76th minute. And they were able to profit from the inexperience of Zouma (16), the visitors’ right back. Coutadeur added a third goal in injury time thanks to a Jouffre assist. 

Saint-Etienne - Lille 1-3. Saint-Etienne red card: Néry (35) Average match. Right result although Lille had to come from behind against combative opposition. 

Sochaux – Saint Etienne 2-1. Saint Etienne red card: Paulao (66) Average match. Sochaux produced a reassuring display in that they demonstrated determination in defence before exploiting their opportunities. 

Toulouse

Suspended: 
Absent: Pélé (gk) (lt)
Doubtful: Didot (mf, i/k)

Back: 
Recent matches:

Last match: Toulouse – Bordeaux 3-2. Bordeaux red card: Carrasso (75). Good game of contrasting halves. Bordeaux will have considerable regrets about leaving empty handed. And Rivière will long remember his first goal in a Toulouse shirt because the Martinique striker scored a dramatic winner in the third minute of injury time. Bordeaux had seemed in control for an hour. The visitors led by two goals at half time thanks to a brace by Diabaté. The Mali striker was a constant thorn in the host’ defence. He opened the scoring from a Trémoulinas assist in the 19th minute. And doubled his side’s lead with a 30 metre shot on 38 minutes after Pavle Ninkov had lost possession. The visitors seemed to be heading for victory but then Toulouse woke up and their play became less error prone. Tabanou reduced the deficit from the penalty spot in the 52nd minute before Capoue equalised from a Tabanou corner in the 59th minute. Carrasso gave away another penalty, earning a red card in the process in the 75th minute. His replacement Keita saved Tabanou’s penalty but couldn’t prevent Rivière from scoring in injury time.

Caen - Toulouse  0-1. Poor match. Right result just about, even if some of Toulouse’s players said that Caen deserved a share of the points. 

Toulouse – PSG 1-3. Average match. Right result after a game of contrasting halves. 

Comment:

St.Etienne have Ebondo back but Zouma (16) might play again because cdef Paulao is still doubtful. The unfortunate kid made a disastrous debut at Lorient (0-3). Coach Galtier still refuses to bring Monsoreau and Bayal back into the squad. The man is either very stubborn or insane. I think it's the last as he was also responsible for the signing of Malbranque (r.i.p.) and Sinama-Pongolle, and the departure of superior Payet and Rivière. No worries at Toulouse. They do well with their young squad and without Didot, who hasn't played a single game yet.

______________________________________________________________________________

Suspended for following match (i.e. league, fa cup or league cup): 

Ajaccio: 

Auxerre: 

Bordeaux: 
Brest: 

Caen: 

Dijon: Meité (df, r) (6/8)

Evian TG: 

Lille: 

Lorient: 

Lyon: 

Marseille: 

Montpellier: 

Nancy: 

Nice: 

PSG: 

Rennes: 

Saint-Etienne: 

Sochaux: 

Toulouse: 

Valenciennes: 

(k) = key

(i) = important

(r) = regular

(s) = sub

(lt) = long term

(eos) = end of season

