FINLAND VEIKKAUSLIIGA 28th Round

 
2nd October
 
Honka-TPS
Honka took a comfortable 0-4 away win against understrength Haka. Honka dominated from the beginning and hit the woodwork twice, before taking a lead in 25th minute. The second goal just before the HT was decisive and Honka extended the lead twice in the 2nd half. 
 
Inter, JJK and TPS lost points in the previous round, so the top3 position is still possible.  
 
TPS were completely lost against JJK in the first half and were 0-2 down at HT. TPS didn’t show quality football in the 2nd half either, but were more determined and aggressive. Sub mf Okaru scored the first goal and another sub, fw Lehtonen equalised in 90th minute. 
 
TPS were very satisfied with a point after poor 1st half. 
Mf Pennanen (reg) banned. 1st choice keeper Lehtovaara still out injured. 

Honka 1,90 -0.5. Important game for both teams. Honka have showed a better form, but the price is correct. 
 

Jaro-VPS (derby, distance 100 km)
Jaro were hanging in the game for the first 45 minutes and HJK were leading “only” by 1-0 at HT. After the break, Jaro were completely outplayed by the champions and suffered a heavy defeat (6-0). 
 
Captain, defender Aho (imp/reg) will miss rest of the season. 
 
VPS striker Laaksonen had two 100% chances in the first half against his former club Inter Turku, but he missed them due to a bad finishing. VPS should have taken a lead before the HT, but after the break, there was very little action and 00 was a fair result in the end.  
LT injured cdef Tanska, mf Koskela, fw Kokko remain sidelined. Defender Funicello (new) and half fw Inutile (reg/squad) are also unavailable. 

Jaro 1,94 -0.5. Jaro are not in great form and have only 1 win in last 8 games (agst RoPS). VPS are are struggling as well and are not mathematically safe from the relegation yet. Jaro have better offensive quality, but while this is a derby and VPS are more motivated, the plus handicap could be the best option. 
 
JJK-KuPS
JJK were superior in the 1st half in Turku (TPS) and were leading 0-2 at HT. Especially, former TPS players, mobile Manninen and Virtanen run the show. However, the things changed in the 2nd half. JJK didn’t impress offensively anymore and were put under pressure. Unfortunately, JJK lost a two goal lead, a bitter equaliser in 90th minute. 
 
Some worries concerning center fw. Fw Wusu (key/imp) banned again, fw Hyyrynen (reg/squad) still injured and fw Linjala (squad) is a doubt. 
 

KuPS took an early lead (own goal) against Mariehamn.  It looked KuPS will win the game without difficulties and fw Dickson extended the lead immediately after the break. However, KuPS got tired in the 2nd half and were fortunate in the end by keeping 2-1 lead. 
Mf Nykänen (reg) and fullback Nissinen (reg) are still out injured. 

JJK 2,11 -0.75. JJK need points to reach top 3 position. The home side have some offensive worries concerning the number 9. KuPS have nothing to play for and were tired in the second half against Mariehamn. However, this fixture will have some derby character and I don’t think JJK will get a free ride. 
 
Mariehamn-HJK
Not a great start in Kuopio, when defender Trafford scored an own goal only after 4 minutes. The first half was a typical away performance by Mariehamn. Not much idea and the defence was struggling. The away side conceded again in the beginning of the 2nd half and it looked the game was over. However, the home side got tired and Mariehamn had the possession and they created couple of decent chances. Thanks to improved performance of the 2nd half, Mariehamn would have deserved a point, but only in-form mf Strandvall found the target in 2-1 defeat. 
Gk Wicks (imp) missed the last game. No information, if he’ll be available. 
 
HJK were leading 1-0 at HT against Jaro. The home side were better, but not superior. After the break, HJK dominated completely and hammered the guests by 6-0. 
 
Impressive 18 point lead, when 6 games are left. 
Full squad available. 

HJK 1,98 -1. Mariehamn have got only 1 point from last three matches and are safe in mid-table. HJK need 1 point from the last 6 matches to secure the title. No pressure at all, but HJK should make it here and will be prepared to celebrate the title together with fans by on a trip to Helsinki. Won’t get involved. 
 
3rd October
 
Inter Turku-RoPS
Inter defence looked vulnerable in the 1st half in Vaasa (VPS), but the home side didn’t convert two, three 100% chances. Inter were more organised after the break, but the offensive play was toothless all night long and Inter had to be satisfied with a disappointing, but deserved 00 draw. 
 
Finally 3 points after 21 winless games. There were only very few half chances in the first half, but the second half was more entertaining. RoPS conceded after 57 minutes and it looked their horrible streak will continue. However, offensive mf Rivera became man of the match by scoring twice. 
 
Naturally, the team and the trainer were happy with the result, but let’s not forget that it was a game against unmotivated, off-form and injury-hit away side. 7 point gap between VPS and RoPS at the moment. 
 
MyPa-Haka
A boring 1st half in Rovaniemi (RoPS), but after the break the game was lively. MyPa found the rhythm first and winger Innanen scored for the guests after 57 minutes. Innanen could have sealed the away win soon after, but he missed an open chance for 0-2. The home side looked desperate, but didn’t give up. MyPa didn’t show the demanded attitude and cleverness and got punished by two late goals. 
 
5th straight defeat, trainer Korkeakunnas was extremely dissatisfied with a performance of his team. 
 
Haka were suffering from the suspensions and the injuries in midweek and got hammered by Honka. Haka were outplayed from the beginning and can’t argue with 0-4 result. 
 
Cdef Nooitmeer (imp/reg) will return, but mf Robinson (imp) and mf/fullback Matrone are still suspended. 1st choice keeper Pesonen, cdef Salonen (both reg) and mf Dema (new) weren’t available either. 
